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Michael’s Musings 

The scriptures and my experience have both shown me that God transforms the lives of individuals most of-
ten by simple invitations to “Come and see that God is Good”.   But what does that “Goodness” look like?  
The United Methodist Church recently conducted a study to try and determine what first-time visitors to 
churches were looking for.  They discovered that after the first visit, a decision to return is the result of five 
factors, in this order: 

1. The Friendliness and Warmth of the Church. Everyone surveyed agreed on one factor – the climate 
of the congregation. People look for a church in which they feel at home, where the people are friendly, and 
where there is a warm and comfortable atmosphere. 

2. The Character of the Worship Services. This so-called “character” is reflected in three ways:  

It is Authentic - that is – it is a service that truly reflects the presence of God in some way that is tan-
gible to the people.  

It is Grace-full. Worship that is the most inviting is worship that emphasizes grace. For the 
most part, the survey revealed that people already know they are sinners. What they need is affir-
mation of the reality and depth of God’s love for them.  

It is Celebrative. Worship that encourages people to return is worship that celebrates God’s Good-
ness. First time visitors want a worship experience that is uplifting and that enables them to leave 
strengthened and equipped for life. 

3. A Place for Children.  Visitors perceive the needs of their children as a major factor in a decision to 
find a church. 

4. Adult Program.  Churches that offer the most opportunities for adults to get together are churches 
to which visitors return again and again – events such as music, special speakers, classes, retreats, and so-
cial gatherings. 
 
5. The Church Building.  An accessible, attractive, visible, church with lots of meeting space, used by as 
many people for as many functions as possible invite visitors’ curiosity about all the exciting things going on 
in “this wonderful facility.” 

Trinity does everything on this list well. So, why not invite colleagues and friends you see regularly to worship 
or to a fellowship outing? Who knows? God may use you to be the biggest instrument of transformation in 
that person’s life to date; and the depth and breadth it could bring to Trinity will be priceless. 

                             Michael 
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TRINITY NEWS 

May Worship 
 

*May 1, 2022  10:30 am 

Psalm 30 
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20) 
Sermon:  “How Real Change Happens” 
Theme: Real change happens by way of a new experi-
ence. 

*May 8, 2022  10:30 am  Mother’s Day 

Psalm 23 
John 10:22-30 
Sermon:  “Sheep and Shepherd: Seeing as Each Sees” 
Theme: There is a reciprocal relationship between shep-
herd and sheep, master and disciple. 

*May 15, 2022  10:30 am 

Psalm 97 
Acts 16:16-34 
Sermon:  “A Disruption that Changes Our Frame” 
Theme:  Innovative ideas can be hard to perceive and 
accept. But old frameworks give way to new ones. Disci-
ples need to be ready. 
 

*May 22, 2022  10:30 am  Communion Sunday 

Psalm 77:1-2; 11-20 
Luke 9:51-62 
Sermon:  “Threads of the Kingdom” 
Theme:  The kingdom of God is as close as the width of a 
thread – so close that sometimes we may miss it. 
 

*Sunday, May 29  10:30 am  Rev. Kathie Jackson 

Deuteronomy 6:409 
1 Peter 3:13-16 
Sermon:  “Storytelling” 
Every Christian has a story, and that story is intriguing as 
any book or as powerful as any movie.  A Christian’s story 
needs to be told. 
 

*All services are in person AND live-streamed on  

Facebook. 

BEST WISHES 

The congregation wishes Michael and Janet  the grace of 

spiritual renewal as Michael sets about his journey and 

sabbatical at the end of May.   

Safe travels, Michael and Janet, 

 and enjoy your journey. 

 

Sunday, May 22 will be 

the last day for all  

church school  

classes. 

 

Many thanks go to adult class leaders Elinor Ar-

endt and Marcia Lake; youth class teachers Eric 

Yount and Bill Young, elementary teachers 

Amanda Fues and Karen Kennedy and Nursery 

Coordinator Susan Winkelmann.  We appreciate 

your commitment to Christian Education! 

Highlights from the  
April Session Meeting 

     Accepted with regret the res-

ignation of elder Eric Yount from 

session effective after the May 

session meeting.   Eric and Alex will be moving to 

Rochester, NY at the end of May. 

    Approved the use of the sanctuary for Troop 4’s  Eagle 

Scout Court of Honor on Sunday afternoon, May 22.  

A reception will be held following the ceremony in the 

Fellowship Hall; 

    Approved temporary procedures for the distribution of 

funds from the Brotherhood Fund during Rev. Stan-

field’s absence this summer; 

    Received a financial report from Administrative Assis-

tant Ann Bouchard for the first quarter 2022: 

       1st Qtr Operating Income:       $ 110,587.57 

       1st Qtr Operating Expenses :   $   84,697.74 

 

    Removed Dana Battison, Ian Battison, and Matt 

Vinson from the membership roll of the church. The 

Battisons’ have joined another church, and Matt is 

living in Oregon and is not interested in continuing his 

membership at Trinity. 

    Joyfully heard a report from Rev. Stanfield about the 

young adults’ cookout at his home on Sunday, April 

10.  Approximately 25 people attended.  Michael and 

Janet were assisted by Debbie and Odell Newkirk, 

and several church members provided salads and 

desserts. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

News For May 
 

I hope some of you could make the informal Presbyterian Women’s gathering at the Boone Cultural Center 

on April 23; I’m sorry I couldn’t make it.   Hopefully we can all gather again soon at another time and place. 

Circles will meet for our last time until fall:  Evening Circle at 6 p.m., May 3,  at church for a salad supper and 

then meeting and lesson.  Afternoon Circle will meet at church at NOON on May 4 for a finger food/lunch 

items to share for a  noon meal.  Then both circles will conclude the year by discussing “What Are These 

women Doing in a Place Like This?”, Lesson 9 in our Study Book, “What My Grandmothers Taught Me”.  The 

main idea includes what we have learned through the stories of outsiders and marginalized people -  that 

through them, the last are made first. 

When we resume in the fall, our new PW HORIZON STUDY will be “Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s 

Gift of Rest and Delight”.  All women of the church are invited to join one of the circles and enjoy the fellow-

ship and sharing of God’s Word.   If you are not in a circle now and would like to participate next fall, please 

call me at 447-0552 or e-mail char1143@centurytel.net  and we’ll get you connected.  Have a safe, 

healthy summer and we’ll see you in September. 

                             Charlotte Larrick 

Dear Friends, 
 
Time is flying by and Michael’s and Trinity’s Summer of Renewal will be here before we know 
it.  Therefore, I am sending a reminder that Michael’s last Sunday to preach before his time 
away is May 22nd.  Michael will be gone from May 23rd through August 6th.  
 
In order to give him a true renewal experience, we will not be communicating with him while he 
is away.  Bill Young and Rim Massey will be available to help with any pastoral care needs that 
arise.  Please contact Karen Kennedy (Clerk of Session), Susan Winkelmann (Renewal Chair) 
or Ann Bouchard in the office if there are any pastoral care needs and Bill and/or Rim will be 
notified.   
 
Additionally, we are currently preparing journals for us to use to enrich our renewal experience.  
These will be available to distribute mid-May.  There will be Scripture and journaling prompts 
that have been provided by each of our guest preachers.   
 
The first guest preacher we welcome to our pulpit will be Reverend Kathie Jackson (Retired 
Associate Pastor of First Presbyterian Church – Columbia) on May 29th.  Please join us for this 
wonderful summer of Renewal and Worship. 
 
                Susan Winkelmann 

              Chair, Congregational Renewal Committee 

mailto:char1143@centurytel.net
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YOUR HELP IS NEEDED: 

This may sound "corny," but let's not 

"beet" around the bush here. The OutReach 

Committee needs you to go above the "kale" of duty 

and make a salad for 

Russell Elementary 

School on May 11th for 

their teacher luncheon/

workshop! The sign-up 

sheet is on the kiosk 

and the salads need to 

be at the church no 

later than 10 a.m.  

OutReach thanks you and "leafs" you so much for help-

ing us be Good Neighbors! 

Trinity News 

This summer, Trinity is joining First Presbyterian 
Church (downtown Columbia) for   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday-Thursday 

July 18—July 21 (5:30-7:30 pm) 
 

For kids 3 years old —5th grade 
 

Dinner served each evening for  
participants and volunteers 

  
Bible Stories * Energizers * Games * Cooking  

Crafts * Mission Projects 

 
Participant & volunteer (adult & youth) 

 registration coming soon. 
 

Email Audra West (audraw@fpccolumbia.org) at 

 First Presbyterian with questions or contact Ann  

Bouchard in the church office. 

 

All Trinity children are encouraged to participate in this 
fun summer event. 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Our High School Graduates! 

On June 5th we will celebrate high school seniors 

Meagan Moreland 

Delaney Moreland 

Grace Schondelmeyer 

during worship and after at a reception.   

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

Alex Yount 

who will receive her degree in Mechanical Engineering 

from the University of Missouri on May 13th. 

Thanks to all who donated to 

Presbyterian Disaster Assis-

tance’s Ukrainian relief ef-

forts.  A total of $2,966 was 

received and has been for-

warded to PDA. 

To date, a total of $3,006 has been received for 

the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering. 

Your generosity will provide much needed help to 

many. 

Submissions for Trinity Times?   
Email: trinitytimeseditors@gmail.com  

  
The deadline for the June Trinity Times  

is Friday, May 20, 2022. 
Kyle Groshong is our editor. 
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Trinity Library - Book Highlight 
with Marianne Fues 

The Post-Quarantine Church : Six Urgent 
Challenges and Opportunities That Will  
Determine the Future of Your Congregation  
by Thom S. Rainer 
 
Where were you when you heard of COVID 19?  A com-
mon question when considering historic events but 
there is no singular event that relates to the pandemic.   

As the pandemic started to diminish, it didn't take long 
before pastors were thinking about returning to in-
person services.  The question was not so much when 
but how.  Questions of social distancing, singing, chil-
dren, length of service, funding were all items of consid-
eration.  Churches adapted and adjusted as they have 
not for decades.  This was an opportunity to make nec-
essary changes in order to move forward.  

After not having access to buildings for many weeks, 
churches looked forward to bringing the community into 
their facilities as a tool for outreach rather than having 
rules to keep them out. 

Adaption of church services to online, though done by 
larger churches before the pandemic, greatly expanded 
as the quarantine began. There are numerous social 
media channels available and churches must decide 
which work best for their church. 

 Post pandemic, churches have opened their buildings 
to community needs – opened for birthday parties, fami-
ly reunions, meetings for local businesses and recep-
tions.  All are ways to rethink facilities. 

Find this book on the special shelf for newsletter fea-
tures in the main library. Feel free to visit the Trinity Li-
braries between 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Monday to Fri-
day.  Books can be checked out using the three ring 
binder on the desk in the main library and also in the 
Children's Library downstairs in Room  9.   

Highlights from the April Session Meeting 

     Accepted with regret the res-

ignation of elder Eric Yount from 

session effective after the May 

session meeting.   Eric and Alex 

will be moving to Rochester, NY 

at the end of May. 

     Approved the use of the sanctuary for Troop 4’s  Ea-

gle Scout Court of Honor on Sunday afternoon, May 

22.  A reception will be held following the ceremony 

in the Fellowship Hall; 

     Approved temporary procedures for the distribution 

of funds from the Brotherhood Fund during Rev. 

Stanfield’s absence this summer; 

     Received a financial report from Administrative As-

sistant Ann Bouchard for the first quarter 2022: 

       1st Qtr Operating Income:       $ 110,587.57 
       1st Qtr Operating Expenses :   $   84,697.74 
 
     Removed Dana Battison, Ian Battison, and Matt 

Vinson from the membership roll of the church. The 

Battisons’ have joined another church, and Matt is 

living in Oregon and is not interested in continuing 

his membership at Trinity. 

    Joyfully heard a report from Rev. Stanfield about the 

young adults’ cookout at his home on Sunday, April 

10.  Approximately 25 people attended.  Michael and 

Janet were assisted by Debbie and Odell Newkirk, 

and several church members provided salads and 

desserts. 

MISSION/SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES IN MAY 

Loaves and Fishes—Watch for the Sign Up Genius link for the May 12th meal.  Food and servers will be 
needed. 

The Wardrobe– Trinity’s day to serve is May 18 from 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  Sign up using the form on the 
kiosk in the narthex or contact Georgia Morehouse. 



 6 

To our wonderful friends and family of Trinity Presbyterian, 

It is bittersweet to write this goodbye message. As many of you already know, Alex and I are leaving Missouri.  Alex has 
accepted a job at the R.E. Ginna Nuclear Power Plant in Rochester, New York.  She will be using her mechanical engi-
neering skills as an engineer on their auxiliary feedwater system and fire suppression system.  I will continue to work-
from-home in my new job with Maximus, Inc.  My sister and brother-in-law, Cathy and Peter, live in Rochester, and we 
are looking forward to being near my family. Cathy and I have not lived in the same town since she left for college in 
2011 and we are excited to finally be able to be near each other again. 

We first joined the Trinity family in 2018, while we still lived just a few blocks away from the church.  We immediately felt 
drawn to the congregation’s kindness and welcoming demeanor.  We have cherished every Sunday service, Christmas 
play, ice cream social, and every other function and opportunity in the past several years.  We will hold the memories of 
Trinity dear to our hearts for many years to come. 

I especially want to thank the congregation for the trust you’ve placed in me to be an Elder of the church.  It means a 
great deal to have been chosen and placed in a such a position.  I am truly honored and hope I was able to serve in the 
manner I was called.  I want to also thank you for entrusting me in the education of your children.  I was initially very 
nervous to lead a Sunday School class, as it was not something I had done before.  But it has been a remarkably re-
warding experience, and I will miss our conversations and being a part of the kids’ growth. The youth of Trinity are a 
remarkable bunch. 

Leaving Trinity is one of the reasons leaving Columbia is so hard.  We hope to move back to Missouri someday, and 
rejoin this wonderful congregation.  We will still visit our family in Missouri, and look forward to seeing you all on the oc-
casional Sunday when we are in town. Thank you for all your love, kindness and support over the years.  We will miss 
you all greatly. 

Before we leave, please join us for a graduation/going-away party at our home Saturday, May 14th, starting at 4 p.m.  
Our address is 5342 Godas Circle, Columbia, 65202.  Pop in anytime. 

We are still finalizing are moving schedule and don’t quite yet have a final date planned. We know we will be in town for 
the May 15

th
 service, but that may be our last service at Trinity, depending on our final schedule.  My childhood church 

has a tradition at the end of every service to sing the same hymn and today I am comforted by those words: “Shalom, 
my friend. Shalom, my friend.  We’ll see you again.  We’ll see you again.  Shalom, Shalom!” 

In Christ’s love,    Eric and Alex Yount 

P.S. Our new address will be: 72 Orland Road, Irondequoit, NY, 14622 

TRINITY NEWS 

 

 

Pictures from Trinity’s 

Easter Egg Hunt and  

gathering for young fam-

ilies at the Stanfield 

home.   

Lots of food, fun and fel-

lowship! 

 
(additional photos on next page) 
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 YOUNG FAMILIES’ COOKOUT—APRIL 10 



   

Short Term Prayer Requests 

Patsy Brown - under hospice care at The Neighborhoods, 
3003 Falling Leaf Ct. 

Carol and Richard Fitzpatrick - moving to Connecticut to 
be near family  

Jacob Fues – COVID long-hauler syndrome 

Patsy Glover — Still experiencing neck pain 

Ted Groshong — still under treatment for asthmatic bron-
chitis 

Ken Jarvis - diagnosed with prostate cancer; will be under-
going radiation treatment 

Nancy Mueller – undergoing physical therapy following 
knee replacement surgery in April  

June and Bob Young’s daughter, Karen, recovering 
from shoulder surgery  

Long Term Prayer Requests 

Jean Baldwin at Cedarhurst 

Glenn Barks, brother of Margaret Guthrie-confined to a 
wheelchair following a stroke in late 2020 

Paul Conditt - Sarah’s Humfeld’s father who has health 
issues 

Jane Cooper - Sharon Daly’s sister, on dialysis and dealing 
with problems from diabetes 

Doug Cornelison - recovering from a liver transplant  

Jim Muench’s mother, Esther Muench Plonk, multiple 
health problems 

David Storvick—receiving chemotherapy 

Judy Wall’s brother, Jerry Davis, is dealing with severe 
health problems. 

Eric Yount’s cousin, Alec—continued prayers 

OUR PRAYERS 

 

The Meaning of Hesed 

(Recent exposition by Michael in a sermon led me on to 
this Web article by Avital Snow): 

    One of the Hebrew words for ‘love’ is 
hesed ( ,חסדpronounced kheh-sed”), which is 
actually a difficult word to translate into English. 
That is because there is a range of meanings 
for hesed. Theologian John Oswalt said hesed 
is “… a completely undeserved kindness and 
generosity”. 

   The prophet Isaiah wrote, “Though the 
mountains be shaken, and the hills be removed, 
yet my unfailing love (hesed) for you will not be 
shaken”. (Isaiah 54:10) 

   Hesed is not just a feeling, but an action. It 
“intervenes on behalf of loved ones and comes 
to their rescue”, according to author Lois Tver-
berg.      

--Thus we can feel and act.  ~ Ed Coe 

If you are going through a difficult time 
and would like a confidential prayer 

partner, please contact the Trinity of-
fice at (573) 445-4469 or Trini-

ty@trinity-presbyterian.org 

     Our sincere sympathy is extended to 

 Jim and Fran Muench on the death of Jim ’s stepfather, George 

 Plonk, age 103, in North Carolina on April 24, and to 

 Carol and Mark Virkler on the death of Carol ’s stepmother, Barbara 

 Simmons, also on April 24 in Virginia. 


