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‘There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously 

every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who longed to 

satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick 

his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich 

man also died and was buried. In Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw 

Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. He called out, “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, 

and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in 

these flames.” But Abraham said, “Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your 

good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you are in 

agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who 

might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.” (The 

rich man) said, “Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father’s house— for I have five 

brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.” 

Abraham replied, “They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to them.” (The rich 

man) said, “No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” 

(Abraham) said to him, “If they do not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 

convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”’  

 

This is Ron Wayne, one of the founders of Apple Computers. Along with Steve Jobs and Steve 

Wozniak, Wayne helped to steer the computer company in its early days and had a hand in 

designing the famous Apple logo. Wayne owned 10 percent of the company, while Jobs and 

Wozniak each owned 45 percent. But before Apple took off, Wayne decided to hand back his 

stake, fearing that he would be liable for a portion of a $15,000 loan if the company went under. 

 

Apple succeeded, of course, and if Wayne had held on to his stake it would now be worth more 

than $35 billion. 

 

Most of us, I think, would feel the sting of regret for the rest of our lives if we had let such a 

tremendous opportunity slip through our fingers. But when James Thompson of SmartCompany 

interviewed Wayne and asked him point blank about this, here is what he had to say:  



“You know, I really don’t have any regrets. I made my decision on the information I had at the 

time. I’ve got my health, my family and my integrity – and that is the best fortune you could ask 

for.”  

More recently in an interview with Cult of Mac magazine, Wayne added, “I was 40 and these 

kids (that is Jobs and Wozniak) were in their 20s. They were whirlwinds — it was like having a 

tiger by the tail. If I had stayed with Apple, I probably would have wound up the richest man in 

the cemetery.” https://www.cultofmac.com/475927/ron-wayne-quits-apple/ 

Wayne may have been onto something – especially when you compare his experience with that 

of those who have actually suddenly come into a great deal of money – like Jack Whittaker.  

 

 
 

In 2002 Whittaker won a $314 million Powerball jackpot which, at the time, was the biggest 

lottery prize in history. The West Virginia construction worker, known for his outsized cowboy 

hats and even bigger personality reveled in the ability to give handouts, which he did until the 

money ran out, donating stacks of cash to fly by night churches, diner waitresses, family 

members, strangers, and his local strip club.  

 

Which probably is what led to the ABC news report two years ago. According to ABC, within 

three years of winning it big, Whittaker’s wife left him, his house burned down,  

 

 
 

and he ran afoul of the law. Then he lost a daughter to cancer and a granddaughter to drugs. 

Whittaker died alone in 2020 at the age of 72. https://www.gobankingrates.com/net-worth/bankruptcy/lottery-winners-

who-lost-millions/ 

 



Similarly,  

 
 

eight years after Kentucky resident David Lee Edwards won a $27 million jackpot, he was 

penniless and living in a storage shed with his wife. The couple squandered their fortune on the 

typical goodies that sink so many lucky winners. They bought dozens of high-end cars, mansions 

and a plane. They blew through $3 million in the first three months. By the end of the first year, 

$12 million was in the wind. By 2006, the couple had spiraled into drug addiction, and just 12 

years after the win changed the course of his life, David Lee Edwards died alone and broke in 

hospice care at the age of 58. https://www.gobankingrates.com/net-worth/bankruptcy/lottery-winners-who-lost-millions/ 

It would seem that these men could have learned something from Ron Wayne and perhaps so 

could the rich man in our morning parable. Although we don’t know how he got his money, 

Jesus tells us that he, “dressed in purple and fine linen and feasted sumptuously every day”. But 

he dies very suddenly, is buried, and finds himself in Hades being tormented.   

 

Now, with our modern sensibilities, it is all too easy to get hung up on the heaven verses hell 

aspect of this parable and completely miss the real point of Jesus here. In fact, our belief in 

heaven and hell or lack thereof is not necessary at all to understanding the real message of Jesus. 

Rather than ask the question as to whether a loving God would resign anyone to an eternal hell of 

suffering – which we are all want to do, the real questions should be,  

 

“Is affluence an opportunity or a curse?” 

 



 

“Is the intense suffering I see in the world really 

 my responsibility?” 

 

“How do I recognize real opportunities from God to mitigate suffering and what am I to do with 

them?” 

These are the pertinent questions this parable of Jesus seems to raise – the correct answers to 

which can help us take hold of what really matters in this life and avoid a great deal of un-

necessary suffering and regret.  

 

Although we don’t know much about the Rich man in our parable, it was definitely his choices 

around a particular window of opportunity that led to his eventual agony – and that is the 

opportunity he had to truly see the suffering of poor Lazarus, a destitute man in constant pain 

who the rich man passed by every day for a very long time. 



This parable of Jesus is not so much a tale about the terrible punishment that awaits the rich for 

not taking care of the poor. It is a cautionary tale about what can potentially happen to the soul of 

anyone who lives in relative comfort yet consistently avoids the suffering of others that is present 

and seen clearly every day.  

The parable tells us that when we choose our own comfort and security at the expense of a truly 

fulfilling life of shared joy and suffering with others, our soul may eventually suffer in an almost 

karmic kind of way. An affluent life that has the luxury of avoiding suffering in favor of personal 

comfort, is a life that can easily miss opportunities to be more fully human. To be fully engaged 

in the human enterprise entails a willingness to engage with the suffering of others.  

The biggest problem with the rich man was that he saw suffering every day for a certain period 

in his life and failed to connect with it. The parable would thus seem to be saying that failure to 

consciously connect with suffering creates an unnecessarily large chasm between comfort and 

suffering when perhaps in reality the two are very much related.  

 

 
 

Compared to the majority of the rest of the world, you and I live a life that affords great comfort 

most of the time.  

 
 

And when that is the case, it is easy to become overwhelmed by the suffering that others, both 

near and far, have to endure. When we who are relatively affluent in this world are overwhelmed 

by other’s suffering, there are usually one of two common reactions: 

or  
         



 

When one is overwhelmed by the extent and depth of suffering in the world,  

 

one way to deal with it is to avoid contact with it. Turn the TV off and stop watching the news 

and other social media feeds altogether. Distract yourself. Avoid, as much as possible the sights 

and sounds of human suffering. Refuse to see it even when it is right in front of you. This is 

avoidance. This was the Rich man. 

The other reaction to suffering, which can be just as ineffective is to overidentify with the 

sufferer to the extent that one is incapacitated. The amount of suffering is so big AND one feels 

so ultimately responsible for it yet is quite limited in what one can actually do. So, one becomes 

immobile with depression or finds some one or some group to blame for the suffering and so 

stays angry all the time which often just leads to more suffering.  

There is just so much suffering in the world today that it can be completely overwhelming. 

While we can do some things with regard to the suffering of others and certainly the Rich man 

had that opportunity with Lazarus, the sheer volume of human suffering we are able to see every 

day can become numbing if we let it.  

But there is another way – the middle way of Jesus – a third option at the nexus of the cross – 

which is to bear witness –  

 

                  

                  

         



to see the suffering,  

 

allow it to affect you, while stopping short of making it all about you, so that you neither ignore 

the suffering, nor feel a terribly hopeless responsibility that, in truth is not necessarily yours.  

Suffering becomes less like suffering when it is seen by another who has compassion, whether 

the other has the power to alleviate that suffering once and for all or not. 

This is the Middle Way of the cross of Jesus – a way that keeps us from being like the rich man – 

of getting stuck in either side of two extremes. It’s a third way, a third option. In the case of 

dealing with painful situations, the way of the cross means allowing ourselves to experience the 

pain of another without identifying with it. Sometimes we can do something directly about that 

pain. But more often we can’t. However, that doesn’t mean that we are left with nothing. There 

is this other way… 

 

It’s difficult to describe; really; words tend to fall short, because this is a subtle, subjective, very 

personal experience. The key is to be present and real while simply refraining from 

overidentifying with the sufferer. We allow reality to flow while neither pushing things away, 

nor grasping on to them.  

 

Our immediate experience of a painful situation is, pretty much by definition, painful. But 

there’s a kind of pain that’s okay. It’s the kind of pain that’s part of being alive, the kind of pain 

that reflects our connections with others who are suffering. This kind of pain ebbs and flows. It’s 

a pain that, whether we can do anything to immediately alleviate the suffering, can teach us, 

soften us, humble us, and motivate us.  

 

In a sense, we don’t have to do anything in order to be with a painful situation. We’re just facing 

reality and giving ourselves time to absorb what’s happening along with our reactions to it. As 

we take some deep breaths, we allow ourselves to feel whatever it is we’re feeling. We notice 

what thoughts arise in our mind and let them pass without grasping on to them, judging them, or 

pushing them away. We set our intention on endurance of the pain and discomfort – endurance 

meaning to sustain without impairment or yielding, to bear without resistance, or to bear with 

patience and tolerance. This requires courage, but over time we can build a sense of confidence 

that we can weather pain and discomfort and survive. 

 

If we can allow our body and mind to settle, relax, open up to the presence of Christ, and face the 

pain despite our fears about what it might to do us or mean to us, we may be able to touch our 

https://zenstudiespodcast.com/glossary/middle-way/
https://zenstudiespodcast.com/glossary/middle-way/


simplest, most fundamental and honest feelings. These are the feelings that lie underneath our 

fear, anger, anxiety, and reactivity: Compassion, empathy, humility, vulnerability, sadness, grief, 

goodwill, and generosity – all feelings that leads to healing. 

From this undefended place, at the very least, sincere prayer may arise. In closing then, what I 

would like to do is to lead you in an exercise of bearing witness from the cross. 

 

We have all become aware of the suffering of the citizens of the Ukraine. We all felt a plethora 

of emotion as they were invaded. Many of us were overwhelmed as we identified with their 

suffering. But as the war there has gone on it has become easier and easier to ignore their 

suffering. So, what I want us to do today is participate in a compassion exercise for the citizens 

of the Ukraine. So, close your eyes. Get relaxed with both feet on the floor and take a few deep 

breaths. As I share with you this possible Ukrainian point of view, just notice what feelings arise 

and just be with those feelings. Ok deep more breaths and here we go: 

Our beloved country is being invaded by a global superpower with nuclear weapons, a country 

from which we long struggled to achieve independence. Our democracy, like all democracies, is 

imperfect, but it is ours, and this is our country. 

 

Our lives are being destroyed… Just a few short months ago, we were going about our lives – 

working, spending time with our families, going grocery shopping, meeting friends for coffee. 

Children were studying, we were playing with our pets and listening to music and taking walks 

when the weather was nice. 

Then we were invaded.  

 

Each of us has had to scramble to comprehend this was really happening to us. The threat of this 

has loomed over us for a long time, but the sound of air raid sirens and falling bombs has brought 

the reality home. 

 

Each of us has struggled not to panic as we face decisions: Abandon our homes and everything 

we have behind knowing it could be destroyed or end up inside a conquering nation that tells its 

press what to say and imprisons dissidents. Flee, ending up as refugees, wandering with little or 

nothing to our names, through other nations who feel ambivalent or resentful about our presence 

or stay and fight, facing the possibility of a drawn-out, miserable armed conflict?  

 



Women and children can flee, but men under 60 cannot, so we also face our families being torn 

apart, saying goodbye to our husbands, sons, brothers, and wondering whether they will be killed 

or maimed in the fighting. 

 

It is difficult to believe this is happening to us. We hope beyond hope that other nations in the 

world will come to our aid, because the likelihood we can repel Russia definitively seems so 

small – even after this past week’s victories.  

 

But we know other countries want to avoid getting involved, want to avoid serious disruptions to 

their own economies and political positions. We feel alone and in despair, even when we remain 

defiant.  

 

So just notice what is coming up for you now and stay with it. 

 

Now also imagine yourself in the place of the Russian soldiers in Ukraine as you hear their 

possible point of view: Many of us were unclear that we were going to be asked to conduct an 

invasion. We wonder what we are doing here but must follow orders. We were told that the 

Ukrainians would celebrate our arrival and view us as liberators, but instead they ambush and 

fight us. To refuse orders, to simply return home, is not an option for us. And so, we, too, also 

experience fear, injury and death. 

 

Turn the light within yourself now and be aware of what you are experiencing. Take a few deep 

breaths. Just notice whatever may have arisen for you while Bearing Witness, or may still be 

arising: Sadness, heartbreak, grief, overwhelm, despair… perhaps your mind flinching from truly 

imagining yourself in the place of the people of Ukraine… 

 

Or perhaps anger, outrage, blame, agitation… mentally reaching for what you can do, what 

should be done… trying to make sense of this, of what went wrong, what things in the world 

need to be corrected so this kind of thing doesn’t happen… 

 

Maybe you try to Bear Witness to this situation but there is too much suffering going on in your 

own life right now to spare the attention and energy. Just notice all of this. 

 

Now let us see if we can’t imagine a more sincere prayer. In the midst of our troubled and 

agitated reactions we have perhaps connected with a sincere and simple desire: O God, may the 

people of Ukraine have their country back soon, with a minimum of suffering, bloodshed, and 

destruction. May Russia experience strong international pressure and find a way to save face but 

also withdraw completely from Ukrainian territory. May all who are impacted by this war find 

peace and freedom from suffering quickly. Amen 

The reality of this moment is just what it is. Jesus never said this moment would never be 

painful. But there is a way to experience even the pain of others right now without entirely losing 

our sense of perspective, without compounding the pain by tensing up around it. It’s not easy, 

but when we can do this, it greatly improves the quality of our life and allows us to keep our 

hearts and minds open to the suffering of others so that where we feel called and have the ability, 



we might help relieve it and where we are not or have not, we may still be lovingly present 

bearing witness with as much compassion as we can muster. If so,  

 

Jesus guarantees us that unlike the rich man, our regrets will be few. 

https://zenstudiespodcast.com/painful-situations/ 

Let us pray. Loving God, take the blinders from our eyes and let us bear witness to the suffering 

of this world and therefore bear witness to Christ’s presence – that we may hold up the sufferings 

of our neighbor with equanimity and truly care for others with compassion in your name. Amen. 

You are invited now to contemplate your recommitment to God by considering the dedication of 

your tithes and gifts and abilities. Your tithes and gifts may be given by leaving an offering in 

the plate on the table just outside the back of the sanctuary or by mailing a check to the office 

made out to the church or by going to our church’s web site finding the Give button and 

following the prompts. As you contemplate these things, let us pray:  

Now bless these gifts as they remind us that the riches we enjoy belong to you and we give as 

you have given to us out of love – not because we have done anything to deserve it but simply 

because you love us. Amen. 

 


